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disordered by the diversion which the General had thus gallantly and seasonably made, that his Koyal Highness had sufficient time to recover Maestricht, and to post his troops in safety on the other side of the Meuse.
You will pardon this digression I hope, sir; less would not have been sufficient to disculpate the brave man I am speaking of, and much more would scarce be sufficient to do him justice. Nor have I taken the hint to discourse of him merely in his own capacity of a soldier, but also, as the catastrophe of that day made him a principal actor in a scene of a very different kind, which I am now going to display, and which in the issue will likewise serve to display the perfidy of the two brothers, with whom my Lord Cumberland was so unhappily connected.
When the action was over, General Ligonier was presented with all the regard that was due to his rank and merit, to the Most Christian King by the Count de Saxe; and, among many other gracious and condescending things which his Majesty had the goodness to say upon that occasion, he was pleased to ask, in a style and manner becoming so great a Prince, when he might hope to obtain peace from the King his Sovereign ? As also, whether England was not as yet weary of the burden she had taken upon her shoulders ? insinuating, withal, that it was more than time she should, since she alone was at the expense of all; and yet of all the Allies, none fought but his Majesty's Royal and Electoral subjects. And, lastly, he dismissed him with a signification to this effect, that the Count de Saxe, and the Duke de Noailles should confer with him more particularly on the same subject.